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Cue Bids 
A cue bid is a bid in a suit that the opponents have shown.  Cue bids are used to mean very different things in differ-
ent situations.  There's one thing you can be sure of: 

• With rare exceptions (covered below), a cue bid is absolutely forcing. 
  
We'll run through a variety of different types of cue bids. 
  
As with all systemic bids, the most critical thing is that you and your partner are on the same page.  The cue bids that 
we're discussing are all reasonably standard but may not be familiar to all of your partners. 
  
There are certainly plenty of others that we won't discuss but those are a bit less standard. 
  
Note that cue bids are *not* generally alertable.  (Note: Unusual meanings for cues are alertable, but not the stand-

ard meanings outlined here.) 

Michael's Cue Bid  
 
A direct cue bid of opener's suit shows 2 suits including any unbid major: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To ask which minor, advancer can bid 2N: 

 

 

 

Similarly: 

 

 

But a cue of a major preempt is different: 

 

 

A cue of a known 5-card suit is generally Michaels: 

 

North East South West 

1C 2C   2C promises 5+ hearts and 5+ spades 

North East South West 

1D 2D   2D promises 5+ hearts and 5+ spades 

North East South West 

1H 2H   2H promises 5+ spades and 5+ of an unspecified minor 

North East South West 

1S 2S   2S promises 5+ hearts and 5+ of an unspecified minor 

North East South West 

1S 2S P *2N* 

P 3C / 3D   

North East South West 

3C 4C   4C promises 5+ hearts and 5+ spades 

North East South West 

2H 3H   
This one is less standard, so let’s come back to it 

North East South West 

1N P 2D 2H 
Since S shows 5+ hearts, W’s 2H can’t be natural.  It’s Michaels, showing 5+ spades and 

5+ in an unspecified minor. 
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Limit Raise or Better 

Responder’s cue bid of an overcall is a limit raise or better, promising ~11+ points and 3+ of partner's major (or prob-

ably 5+ of partner's minor). 

 

 

 

Over responder’s cue, opener should: 

• Return to 3 of the agreed suit with a minimum (12 to 13 or a bad 14) 

• Bid 4 with a decent to a good opener (good 14 to maybe 18) 

• Bid a control with an excellent opener 

 

Over a minor opener, a cue is still a limit+ raise.  But note that we’re still more focused on majors and NT rather 

than our minor.  So the cue after a minor-suit opener denies 4 of the other major and tends to deny a stopper.  

(With a slammish hand and a stopper, we might still cue.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides providing a consistent raise strategy in competition, the other advantage of the cue bid is that it frees up a 

jump to be preemptive.   

 

 

 

 

 

Cue after Partner’s Overcall 

Somewhat similarly, a cue after partner's overcall is generally an invitational+ raise.  However, since a new suit by 

advancer isn't forcing, a cue could be also be a very strong hand with unspecified shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

North East South West 

1H 1S *2S*  

} 76 { A42  [ AQ32  ] 5432 Or 

} 7 { AK42  [ AQJ2  ] 5432 

North East South West 

1C 1S *2S*  } 76 { A32  [ K32  ] QJ432 

North East South West 

1C 1H P *2C* 

} 762 { A32  [ QJ32  ] A42 (usually similar to this) 

*OR* } AK762 { 32  [ KQJ32  ] K32 (We belong in game, 
but which game?) 

North East South West 

1C 1S *1N, 2N 

or 3N * 

 } AQ6 { 32  [ Q32  ] QJ432 

North East South West 

1C 1S *X*  } 76 { A432  [ K2  ] QJ432 

North East South West 

1C 1S 3C  } 6 { 832  [ QT2  ] QJ5432 

North East South West 

1H 1S 3H  } 6 { 6432  [ KJ32  ] 6432 
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Western Cue 

Later in the auction, we may want to bid 3N but we don't have a stopper in the opponent's (single) suit.  Here a cue 

*asks* partner for a stopper. 

With a stopper: 

 

 

 

Without a stopper: 

 

 

 

(Note: That's the meaning that you should assume as the cue bidder's partner.  But partner might also have a slam-

mish hand and just need a way to force to game.) 

 

Coming back to the major preempt hand, the Western Cue concept is the most useful: 

 

 

The alternative, that the cue shows the other major and an unspecified minor, is less useful because it’s less com-

mon and because it makes it difficult to land in 3N.  With this hand, best to simply overcall in spades. 

 

Showing a Stopper 

It’s different if the opponents have shown 2 suits.  Now a cue should *show* a stopper: 

• When the opponents show 1 suit, a cue *asks* for a stopper 

• When the opponents show 2 suits, a cue *shows* a stopper 

 

 

 

 

In this case, North should bid 3N with a diamond stopper or 4C otherwise (which South would raise to 5). 

 

Note that over Unusual or Michaels, cues can have multiple possible meanings; you and your partner should discuss 

and come to agreement on this.  It is  somewhat common that cues show stoppers, trying for NT: 

North East South West 

1S 2H 3C P 

*3N*    

} AQ762 { AQ2  [ 42  ] Q32 

North East South West 

1S 2H 3C P 

*3H*    

} AQ762 { 42  [ AQ2  ] Q32 

North East South West 

2H *3H*   
} AQ2 { 42  [ A2  ] AKQT32 

North East South West 

1C 1D 1S 2H 

3C P *3H*  

} AQ32 { AQT  [ 32  ] QT32 

North East South West 

1C 2C *2H*  
“I have a heart stopper. Please bid NT with a spade stop-

per.” 
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Strong hand over partner's takeout double  

When partner makes a TO double, you must bid, even with 0 points.  Therefore, we jump with about 9 to 11 to show 

a decent hand.  What do you do with more than that (invitational or better)?  You cue! 

 

 

This is a hand that is invitational values or better.  We will clarify shape next round. 

 

Exceptions  

A direct cue bid in responder's suit is *natural*: 

 

 

This simply shows a 2-level overcall with a very good heart suit (that can reasonably expect to handle the expected 

bad split).  We're trading on the fact that responder will often have a 4-card suit.  This bid is pretty rare. 

 

Jumping in opener's minor is natural and preemptive. 

 

 

Passing, then bidding opener's suit is natural. 

 

North East South West 

1D X P *2D* 

North East South West 

1C P 1H *2H* } 76 { AQJ542  [ A32  ] 32 

North East South West 

1C *3C*   } 762 { 2  [ 32  ] AKJ5432 

North East South West 

1C P 1H P 

2H *3C*   } A62 { 2  [ 32  ] AKJ5432 


