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How Do I Compete with 2-suited Hands? 
Against a 1-level opener, we like to get into the bidding if we have something to show.  We like to be able to do so as safely as possible so that 

we don’t get too high and go down to many.  And we like to be able to do so flexibly so that if we have a strong hand, we can explore for game 

without getting too high. 

 

If we have 2 long suits, 5 or more cards in each suit, there’s a pretty good chance that partner has a fit for at least one of our suits.  Here are a 

couple of ways to show 2-suited hands.  We can use them pre-emptively, with weak hands, to get in the way of the bidding.  Or we can use 

them constructively, with very strong hands, to explore for game.  (More on hand strength below.) 

• Michaels cue bid (1x-2x): Shows an unbid major and another suit.  If the opener is a major, then the cue bid shows the other ma-

jor and an unspecified minor.  Examples, where opponents opening bid is in parens: 

• (1S) 2S: Shows hearts and a minor; (1H) 2H: Shows spades and a minor 

• (1D) 2D or (1C) 2C: Shows spades and hearts 

• Unusual 2NT (1x-2NT): Shows the two lower unbid suits.  These are often clubs and diamonds but if the opener is a minor, then 

the other minor and hearts. Examples, where opponents opening bid is in parens: 

• (1S) 2NT and (1H) 2NT: Shows clubs and diamonds 

• (1D) 2NT: Shows clubs and hearts; (1C) 2NT: Shows diamonds and hearts 

• Note that you don’t have a way to show some combinations.  For example, over (1C), we don’t have a bid that shows spades and 

diamonds.  You should just bid 1S and hope to show diamonds later. 

 

As Advancer (the overcaller’s partner), the response to the two suited bids are as follows: 

• Usually, you make a simple preference by choosing the longest of the two that partner specifies.  You might be short in both 

suits, but you almost always have to choose one or other, even if it’s only 2 cards.  Length is more important than strength: xxx in 

a suit is better than AK, and xxxx is better than AKQ. 

• If opener’s 2nd suit is unspecified (e.g. a Michael’s Cue of a major, where overcaller has an unspecified minor), you can ask part-

ner to specify the suit by bidding 2NT.  So over (1H)-2H-(P)-?, 2NT asks which minor partner has.   

• If you have equal-length support for both suits, you should generally bid a major (if it’s a choice between a major and a minor), 

and keep the bidding low (if it’s a choice between raising the level or not).   

• Occasionally, you’ll have at least decent support (3+ cards) and a good hand (10+ points).  In this case, you can jump a level to 

invite game.  In the even rarer case that you have an excellent hand with support, you can either bid game or cue-bid the oppo-

nent’s suit to try for slam. 

• Occasionally, you’ll have excellent support (4+ and outside shortness, or 5+) and a weak hand.  In this case, you can jump 2 levels 

to pre-empt the opponents (but not past game). 

• Very very rarely, you hate both of partner’s suits and you have an outstanding suit of your own (the 4th suit, not opener’s suit).  In 

this case, you bid your suit (not forcing). 

 

A couple of important points: 

• These bids always show 5-5 or better in the specified suits. 

• Unusual applies only in the direct seat.  So (1S)-2N is Unusual but (1S)-P-(P)-2NT is natural and strong (18-20), NOT Unusual 2NT. 

• You can bid Michaels over pre-empts, so (3D) 4D shows both majors.  (NT bids over pre-empts are natural, not Unusual.) 

• These bids are either weak (~7 to 11 HCP, depending on vulnerability) or strong (a hand that evaluates to ~17+ points).   

• With a weak 2-suitor, you show your suits with one call, then stop bidding. 

• With a strong 2-suitor, you show your suits, then bid again.  You don’t need to jump on your 2nd call; the fact that you 

bid again tells partner that you’re strong.   

• With an intermediate 2-suitor (~12 to 16), you will generally simply overcall your highest suit.  You may or may not have 

the opportunity to show your 2nd suit in a later round. 

 

You get a number of benefits by making these bids: 

• You get to show a lot of information all in one go, and do so fairly safely. 

• You get in the way of their auction and may make it difficult for them to find the right spot. 

• You give your partner a good sense of what you have to help your partner compete at an appropriate level. 

• If you end up defending, your good description of your hand may help partner find the best defense. (Of course, you also provide 

declarer with the same information, which may help him as well.) 


